THE    CAMPAIGN    OF    THE    LOIRE
there was no one else, and had not been since the death
of du Guesclin over a generation before.
Her idiom of command sounds quaint in our ears5 but
so would her costume have looked in our eyes. After
all there is no reason why a soldier should not say "God
wills" as readily as "God damn." Joshua was a better
soldier than Joab, and Cromwell probably quite as good
a one as Wellington. She formulated her strategy in her
own way, expressed it in an idiom that came natural to
her and that her contemporaries could understand. . . .
If any critic desires to explain that wonderful week on
the Loire without her, after the dismal unsuccess of the
French before she came, he must postulate a direct
intervention of God or some similar miracle greater than
any that the chroniclers ask us to swallow.